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smaller. He continued to publish pamphlets on the wrongs of
Ireland: and while others were probing her ills, and discussing
remedies, Swift gave the impulse to national feeling, and kept
its bitterness alive against the little English garrison com-
manded by Archbishop Boulter. His pamphlets on the state
of Ireland culminated in that most widely known tract, A
modest Proposal for preventing the Children of Poor People in
Ireland from being a burden to their Parents in the Countryr,
which3 in its concentrated humour, cynicism, and pity, is singu-
larly characteristic of Swift. He found time and strength also
for some vigorous blows on behalf of his Church : and it was in
1736, while he was engaged on a poem satirising the Irish Par-
liament (which had interfered with her privileges) under the
name of the * Legion Club/ that his illness, in its final and most
crushing form, overtook him. A few years more of almost un-
broken gloom were left to Swift: but his state at last fell into
one of utter helplessness and isolation, interrupted by fits of
frenzy and violence, and by attacks of terrible agony of pain.
Finally he sank into absolute mental apathy: and death released
him only on the I9th of October, 1745.
We have thus glanced at the chief phases of Swift's life: his
early days of penury and dependence: his service with Sir
William Temple, leading him, as his position in the household
advanced, into close contact with great affairs. We have seen
him in early days with powers undiscovered and uncontrolled,
devoting himself to a species of poetry as obscure in thought as
it was involved in expression. His earliest success as a writer
was obtained while he was a member of the Whig party: but
that party offended him by neglect of his Church, and he
plunged into the vortex of political controversy as the avowed and
trusty ally of the Tory Government. On the fall of that Govern-
ment he retired to the Deanery, which had been given him as the
reward for his political service : and arriving in Ireland as a
discredited partizan, he soon recovered his position, and became
the idol of the people, and the undisputed leader of a national
party. He returned to the company of his old literary associates
for two short visits, and during these he produced the most
sweeping of his satires, in the Travels of Gulliver: and finally